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Green Flag Raising; On December 1st a small group collected in the Centre Circle to raise the Flag! The weather was kind and the feeling was good – and afterwards some of us had a nice cuppa in the Gallery café. The independent judges assessment feedback was very complimentary about the condition of the Park and our contribution to it but made the point repeatedly that our achievements were undersold.  For instance, they thought we should make more of the centre circle with its perennial plants, which they say would benefit from informative and functional signage which also promotes the work of the Friends. They also think that the ”symbiotic relationship between the Park and the Gallery” brings enormous benefits to visitors to the Park and that we should work together to use this. Overall the report is very encouraging with useful tips to what we should be doing to make the Management Plan a vehicle for celebration and promotion as well as being a functional document. We will be following up the judges recommendations in our now regular meetings with Debra Conroy, the Neighbourhood Manager for our Area, when we discuss the implementation of the Plan. Debra took the pictures above of the raising of the Flag. 
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Work on the Gallery Extension has now started. The path from the middle Denmark Road gate has been diverted round the site for the period of the work but it will be reinstated afterwards with the new Art Garden and Gallery Entrance opening immediately next to it, along with the new Learning Centre, access to the Collection not on display and the enticing Café in the Trees.  This, and the whole new Gallery experience that we are promised, is something to look forward to.  The hoardings will carry pictures and information to whet everybody’s appetite!  In the area where the building is to stand Oxford Archaeology North carried out a dig to record the buildings that stood on that site until they were demolished, perhaps around 1950, when the Park was “redesigned”.  We were invited to dig with them and Dorothy Ennis-Hand and I had a go. A courtyard and the footings of buildings on three of its sides were exposed. Dorothy worked on the south end of the eastern building which may have been inhabited. She exposed a roll top edging which may have enclosed a narrow flower bed and found part of a sign which indicated the closing time of the park.  I worked on an area of cold frames and took out a rather fragile child’s shoe from the bottom of the topsoil layer. The courtyard is paved with stone setts with a badly corroded cast iron square gulley top in the middle. Records of all the findings will be kept with the Whitworth Park Archive we are building as part of the Community Archaeology and History Project .  This is officially on hold until April 2013 but building the history of the Park and its people continues.  We have an outline of the whole 120 odd year period but need some help to fill in the details by looking through the records in the Public library. Can you do this? The “dig” will very likely resume in the schools’ summer term 2013 and I will be giving more details on this nearer the time. 
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Latest work in the Wildlife Area: We had planned to raise a new lectern to carry information about the Wildlife Area and how it fits in with the plan linking the open spaces in the south of the city but that part of our CASH grant application was not successful so we had to abandon that and the bulb planting that we hoped to do at the same time.  But we did get funding to prepare the ground for our hedge planting.  This enabled us to add 0ver 400 young trees given by the Woodland Trust to the hedge that we planted in March, so that we now have a young 130 metre range of wildlife accommodation for the birds and insects that live in the Park. As before, the bulk of the work was done by the University Student Partnership Volunteers, guided by Pete Stringer of RedRoseForest and Paul Elliott our excellent Park Assistant to whom many thanks are due.  
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If you go down to the woods today ……Alistair Smith got this surprise which comes from the reduced mowing regime which has allowed things to grow and develop which previously were chopped off before we could see them. The tree litter which falls from the ash trees through the autumn and winter, provides a good base for this clustered brittlestem mushroom (psathyrella multipedata, I think) which was photographed on 27 September, after all that heavy rain. This was one of maybe a dozen similar specimens on the edge of the wooded area where the children play. The Bio-Blitzes that were run in April and July by the natural scientists at the Museum confirmed that we have a good range of wildlife and plants and it would be good if we could use these good links to continue to record, illustrate and improve this, but also build on this co-operation as a way to get more people to join the Park’s unique community. 
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News of the spread across the country of ash die-back disease (chalara fraxinea)is worrying.  Over half the trees in the Park are ash! The Forestry Commission is monitoring the situation nationally and reports on its website that all the cases found in established trees are on the east side of the country, possibly infected by spores blown in from the continent, but there is a good spread of infected trees that have been recently planted using imported stock.  All the local tree specialists, including Pete Stringer and our tree officer, Joe Walsh are on the alert but the symptoms of the disease are hard to spot in winter so next spring/summer/autumn will tell us more . The Forestry Commission publish updates regularly on their website  www.forestry.gov.uk/chalara.

 In the meantime here is a shot of the avenue leading to Rusholme Gate from the Centre Circle as the sun broke through the fog on November 15th.  We hope soon to be able to reinstate this footpath as part of the Second Diagonal project – watch this space…..
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If you think you would like to contribute in any way to our efforts to revive and restore this splendid Park, please contact Ken Shone, who put this newsletter together and is still looking for help! shones@altrincham.freeserve.co.uk or 0161 928 5744
I am also on www.facebook.com/kennethshone with a page on Friends of Whitworth Park. Have a look at it and tell me what you like!
