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“Wonderful Whitworth Wildlife “
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In the last Newsletter I wrote about our plans to make the Park more interesting to visitors and attractive to wildlife by developing “flower rich grassland” areas, and on March 19, with the help of Pete Stringer, Special Projects Manager of Red Rose Forest and volunteers from Manchester University Leadership Programme we planted 105 trees- hazel, blackthorn, crab apple, elder and dog rose,, donated by the Woodland Trust, in a hedge along the Academy car park boundary. In time these saplings will grow to produce a wild harvest for the birds.

Then, on April 14th, we got together with Community Services, our friends in Manchester Museum and their young volunteers, to enjoy the Wonderful Whitworth Wildlife Fun Day .
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It was a cold, windy day but there was no rain and there were craft activities, object handling, face painting, competitions and a splendid performance from   

 the Bee Cart people who involved children in lots of exercises and activities based on explaining the value of bees.  Lorenzo the dj provided a bouncy castle and music,(except for during the first wedding held in the Gallery when he provided a respectful break!).  Diana and Gill sold lots of books and cakes on our stall and in the Community Archaeology and History Project tent there were lots of old photos and maps to whet the appetite for our ongoing Archive project. The Community Police , the First Aid people and the Fire Brigade all came along and joined in the fun whilst we, Martin Fitzpatrick (the “warden” in civvies) and the Manchester Museum Youth Board planted wildflower plugs and seeds in the Wildlife Area to encourage more insects and other creatures, and used the plant debris from last years growth in the centre circle to make a “monster” which will hopefully provide homes for lots of insects. Whilst all this was going on, the plant and wildlife specialists from the museum, helped by many enthusiastic visitors, carried out a “bio-blitz” to find out more about the Park’s permanent residents and plants.  Their findings will form a base for future surveys to measure the success of our work and they will also be sent to the Manchester records Centre to form part of the city wide bio-diversity project.  Those present agreed that, in spite of the weather, the day was a great success and a good model for other co-operative events, bringing a wider range of people into the Park and opening up its secrets.
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Pictures copyright Paul Webb except top one Ken Shone

Annual General Meeting 23 May 2012. The AGM was held this year in the Academy High School. The Officers and Committee were re-elected except that Ian Gormley, who has moved away from Manchester, stood down as Secretary, and Ken Shone stood down as representative of Friends of the Whitworth (FoW) to concentrate on the Chair.  The Committee for the 2012-13 year is Ken Shone, Chair; Margaret Reynolds, Deputy Chair; Jackie Dunn, Secretary; Joe Gallagher, Treasurer; Jo Beggs continues as Gallery representative; Gill Reddick is the new FoW rep; Dorothy Ennis-Hand; and Liam Cregan. Alistair Smith and John Townson are co-opted members. We still need new members co-opted or otherwise!
In his report the Chair referred to the delay in commencing the second year of the Community Archaeology because two of the archaeologists are on maternity leave.  The project as a whole will recommence in April 2013 but the Archive and Bio-Blitz work goes on(see next item). He also spoke of the plan to increase bio-diversity and make new pathways and the start of this through the Wildlife Project . He then referred to the changes that have been introduced by the Council in the way parks are administered and the effect that this is having on our work (see below).  Finally we await the result in the late summer of our first visit by Inspectors assessing our Green Flag application. 
The Financial Report showed that mainly due to expenditure on the Wildlife Project we had made a small loss on the year. In further discussion it was suggested that we ask members to increase their minimum contribution to our costs to £5 and look again at simplifying the constitution with regard to committee membership. We will also try and set up a website and increase our publicity.
Archive research. A little piece that I placed in the Manchester Evening News “In Touch” column produced a number of interesting replies, one of which was from Canada! There are clear memories of the air raids in 1940/41, the use of the Gallery basement as a temporary home, the weather station, underground shelters and sailing little yachts on the lake. These will all be followed up and the stories related in the Archive which we produce at the end of our project.  In the meantime Ruth Colton is organising those who have volunteered to research topics arising from the overview that she carried out of the material we already have. If you have or know somebody else who has, memories of the Park please let me know and we will add to the “people’s story”. Bio-Blitz.  On July 14 between 12 and 4pm, the Museum Natural Scientists will be organising a second Bio-Blitz as a part of the Community and Archaeology Project.  More details to follow when available.
Love Parks Week 21-29 July   Can I ask you to think about this?  Surveys show that as a nation we love our parks and green spaces and many organisations and academics are pointing to the benefits of easily accessible, quality, green space. So why do we need to work harder in their support? 

Paul Bramhill, CEO of parks charity GreenSpace says “In the early nineties, parks were suffering from serious neglect. Sad, unusable playgrounds and litter-strewn parks were certainly not hubs of the community or safe and relaxing places for people to exercise and explore. Years of investment have seen these spaces and their surrounding communities blossom again and now the reality is that public parks and green spaces are facing significant reductions in funding which could show this investment thrown away”.

Whitworth Park is certainly not immune to this possibility. The way that parks are managed in Manchester has been radically changed and the people with whom we need to connect are, like us, learning to deal with this situation on a reduced budget. 
Love Parks Week is an awareness raising campaign which aims to get people outside, enjoying their local park, bringing life to the area and security for its future, creating a powerful movement of green space devotees.  This is exactly what we have been trying to do in our six years of existence.
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There are two activities planned for the Park in Love Parks Week – on July 21st the Gallery Bistro will be hosting a Food Fair outside the Gallery and on 28th July Community Services will conclude their Creative Knitting Workshops, which have been running for months in local libraries,with a show in the Park between 2 and 4pm..  We hope to have a presence at both these events but in any case they are a great excuse to visit the Park, enjoy its summer offerings and add to the numbers which Greenspace will be able to use in support of their important campaign! Further details will be sent when we have them.
Ken Shone put this Newsletter together – please let him know if you have any comments, corrections or even ideas for the next one – and he is still looking for help! 
 shones@altrincham.freeserve.co.uk or 0161 928 5744

