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Whitworth Weekending.  [image: image4.jpg]


The Whitworth Art Gallery closed on 2 September, to allow the builders to move into the old building and finish making the new “Gallery in the Park”. But before it did we joined thousands of others in a celebratory weekend of free, unusual events and astonishing art.  Although it was a bit chilly at times and the sun did not always shine, it was dry and there was a lot to do and see. There were spectacular performances – like the Fairey Band marching through the crowd on Friday night and playing Acid Brass from the portico of the Gallery, and the fantastic pyrotechnic display and Samba Dancers on Saturday, but throughout the weekend people also enjoyed lots of music, poetry and other low key, but nonetheless, satisfying and relaxing experiences in the Park. And as the light started to fail on Sunday, the artists and performers collected their work and people started drifted away into the Park and the Six White Horses came and the Friends aim of reviving the Park as “a place of quiet resort for the benefit and use of the public, especially children, in the spirit of the founders”–was suddenly illustrated through this elegiac end to a wonderful weekend.
When we started this group in 2005/6 we said that we wanted to achieve our aims in a way that is “ relevant to the needs of contemporary life in a multi-cultural city.” This splendid extravaganza, using the Gallery and the Park together, in a way that would not have been possible when we started, seemed to show that we are getting there together!
The Gallery looks forward to reopening next summer - ready to inspire us for many years to come – we know they have great plans for the Park and we aim to be there to help them achieve them.
 See many more pictures at www.[image: image5.jpg]
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flickr.com/photos/whitworthartgallery/sets/72157635328588583/
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Looking forward….. The most obvious activity during this autumn/winter, will be the reconstruction by Manchester Contracts of the second diagonal path through the Park.  This work is made possible by development agreements entered by the Developers of the first phase of Sanctuary Apartments on the site of Ducie Court (pictured right), and the Ropemakers Apartments on Moss Lane East. Our suggestion that money arising from these be used to repair of the main pathway infrastructure through the Park has now been agreed. The path, (pictured left in its present broken down state), leads from the Rusholme gate, to the centre circle and then from there to the Greenheys gate at the end of the Denmark Rd side of the Park, The short path from the gate on Moss Lane east and a new path to make a link between the centre circle and the path round the new Gallery (and eventually its entrance) will be constructed at the same time. Now that phase two of Sanctuary is completed, a second instalment will soon become available, and we have proposed that this be spent on a new play space for toddlers with picnic tables, more benches, bins etc and additional lecterns to provide information about features in the Park.  This is still to be agreed. We believe that these new and improved paths will have as dramatic effect on the amenity of the Park as the repair of the main path and construction of the centre circle did in 2009.
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Our own on-going work, (for which we will need volunteers) is to remake perimeter walks (and runs for the joggers) round the Park .These were lost when the council carried out a re-landscaping in 1954, leaving only the diagonal paths and a few short paths near Oxford Road. People tell us how nice it is to walk through the Park on the way to work and we want to give them the option of making the experience wider and longer. The dog-walkers and fitness-chasers already know the routes and so we have established grass paths running parallel to Moss Lane East and on the Academy side of the Park to encourage them.  We have planted trees and wild flowers and bulbs amongst increasingly diverse vegetation that is developing in these areas which are no longer mown on a regular basis.  This diversity encourages wildlife but we are experimenting with ways of introducing some more exotic species to provide occasional inspiration for ordinary people passing a quiet time walking round the Park. They might also be an educational source for young people. We want and need to do this cheaply and preferably without using herbicides (even glyphosate). Our programme over the next six months will be to continue this work and, through doing it, learn how to do it better.  This work has to be programmed to take account of first of all the construction work on the second diagonal but also the availability of support from Neighbourhood Services, whose resources have been yet again reduced even whilst their area of responsibility has been increased.  Our lack of site accommodation and active membership limits our capacity to work independently of what used to be the park warden service but we maintain good relations with the council staff who have been given the task of supporting our efforts and we will continue to seek to carry out both our own (not extravagant) aims and those set out in the Management Plan. Our efforts over the last year have earned the Park a second Green Flag , watch this space for a date when we will raise it, perhaps when the path works are complete, and then come and join us in a little walk round the Park.
Finally… the Weekending experience not only marked the end of an era – it is also the beginning of a new one, with new challenges. Our Committee really does now need to hear from anyone who has anything at all to offer to help us keep on improving the Park. Please help!!
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Please contact Ken Shone, who put this newsletter together, with any suggestions at shones@altrincham.freeserve.co.uk or 0161 928 5744.

 Like us on facebook -  www.facebook.com/friendsofwhitworthpark
